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Guenther van Well
Guenther van Well became the Federal Republic of Germany's
ambassador to the United States in July 1984 after serving the previous
three years as his country's permanent representative to the United
Nations.
The ambassador was educated in law and economics at Bonn
University before joining the German Foreign Service in 1951 . Since
then he has enjoyed a distinguished career representing West Germany
in a variety of important positions.
From 1963 to 1967, Ambassador van Well served as political
counselor to the Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in
Tokyo. On his return to Bonn, he was appointed head of the foreign
policy section in charge of matters relating to Berlin, and Germany as a
whole. He played a prominent part in coordinating the Western posi
tion in the four-power negotiations on the Quadripartite Agreements in
Berlin. Thereafter, he became deputy director of Political Affairs, then
head of the Political Department for East-West Relations, Arms Control
and Disarmament. In that position he took part in negotiations in
which European Community countries agreed on a common policy

regarding the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, the
Middle East and the United Nations.
From 1977 to 1981, Ambassador van Well served as state secretary
of the Federal Foreign Office in Bonn, where his primary concerns in
cluded security policy within NATO, European political cooperation,
implementation of the treaties with East European countries and the
formulation of a policy toward Third World countries based on equality,
partnership and respect for non-alignment.
Ambassador van Well has been a visiting fellow at the Center for
International Affairs at Harvard University and is a member of the
Board of Directors of the Institute for East-West Security Studies in New
York.
Ambassador van Well is married to the former Carolyn Bradley of
Short Hills, New Jersey. They have two children.
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Preface

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, an alliance of 16 nations
stretching from Canada and the United States in North America to
Turkey and Greece in the eastern Mediterranean, came into being in
1949 in response to a growing concern in the West over the expan
sionist policies of the Soviet Union.
At age 35, the Alliance tends to be taken for granted. In this
respect, it is interesting to note that NATO is older than some 250
million American, Canadian and European citizens.
A major task of those responsible for ensuring the continued
viability of NATO is to make certain the Alliance never becomes taken
for granted, does not founder because of apathy and indifference, or
allow disputes, that are bound to occur in any organization of sovereign
nations, to weaken Alliance resolve.
In his speech at Clemson University on October 30, 1984, Am
bassador Guenther van Well addressed the major aspects of the NATO
Alliance-its history and purpose, why it must be preserved, its support
of Western spiritual and moral values, the sometimes differing percep
tions of East-West relations by Europeans and Americans and how
NATO can contribute, as he put it, to "a more stable relationship be
tween the countries of East and West through dialogue and cooperation."
Ambassador van Well's remarks constitute a clear and concise
statement about NATO' s role in the 1980s and beyond.

Clinton H. Whitehurst, Jr.
Senior Fellow
The Strom Thurmond Institute
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Thurmond Institute Lectures

NATO and the Future of the West
I am pleased to have been asked to speak today about the future
tasks of NATO. I am particularly pleased to speak at an institute named
after a man who has dedicated himself for so long to strengthening
transatlantic relations, and at a university that is dedicated to the belief
that "service to others is the greatest privilege of democracy and that
education should enhance freedom."
Let me begin by quoting President Kennedy who said in 1961,
"We of the Atlantic Community are the single most effective obstacle
between tyranny and its desire to dominate the world. Our historic
bonds of friendship have been strengthened by common values and a
common goal-the creation of a world where free men can live at
peace and in dignity, liberated from the bonds of hunger, poverty and
ignorance."
This still describes what NATO is all about. NATO is not just an
old-style military alliance. By far the most important aspect of NATO is
our common support of spiritual and moral values, as President
Eisenhower put it. And he continued, "All of us are devoted to th.e twin
ideals of peace and justice, neither of which can live long without the
other."

The Origins of NATO
NATO began 35 years ago, on April 4, 1949, when the North
Atlantic Treaty was signed in Washington. Established in the dark after
math of the most destructive war the world had ever seen, NATO has
united Europe and North America. It has prevented war between
NATO and the Warsaw Pact for three and a half decades and made
possible the longest period of peace and prosperity in modern history.
The basic values shared by Europeans and Americans do not
automatically guarantee full agreement on the foreign policies to be
pursued by the countries. Constant efforts by everyone concerned are
needed to create and preserve such agreement. In this context, we
Europeans should bear in mind the following: A political commitment
to Europe has not always been a matter of course for the United States.
On the contrary, the United States evolved from a political separation
from Europe and was deeply distrustful of the disputes and types of
government in Europe.
At the end of his first term as president of the United States, George
Washington, for example, implored the young nation not to become
involved in the dealings of other countries on any account. He asked,
"Why, by interweaving our destiny with that of Europe, entangle our
peace and prosperity in the toils of European ambition, rivalry, interest,
humour or caprice?"
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Today the alliance between Western Europe and the United States
is built upon sound common interests and goals. Of course, Americans
and Europeans often take a differing view of things. To the United
States, as a global power, some questions appear in a different light
than they do to a European country. Nevertheless, Europe will be able
to fulfill its tasks in the world of today and tomorrow only in partner
ship with the United States.

Our Continuing Commitment
Freedom demands personal commitment and sometimes even re
quires sacrifice. That is why the Atlantic Alliance continues to rank so
high in our priorities. The Federal Republic's freedom of action is
dependent on the security which the Atlantic Alliance affords us. To
maintain and strengthen its effectiveness remains an essential element
of our policy. The Atlantic Alliance is the indispensable cornerstone of
our foreign and security policy, whose fundamental objective is to
preserve and secure peace in Europe and in the world.
Only in peace-and in the world of today this means only in the
Alliance-is it possible for us to guarantee the existence of our country
and our freedom and at the same time keep open the option for a
realization of the right to self-determination for all Germans.
There are chemical weapons and conventional weapons. There
are more than 10,000 nuclear warheads in central Europe, most of
them in East and West Germany. This is the biggest concentration of
military power in Europe in history. My country, situated in the heart of
Europe at the dividing line between West and East, would not survive a
new war in Europe.
What does that mean in the Alliance context?

The Harmel Report
More than 15 years ago the Atlantic Alliance developed a consis
tent concept for its security policy, which is still valid today. In
December 1967, the NATO council approved the "Report on the
Future Task of the Alliance," also known as the Harmel Report. There
the basic outlines of our security policy are described as follows: "The
Atlantic Alliance has two main functions. Its first function is to maintain
adequate military strength and political solidarity to deter aggression
and other forms of pressure and to defend the territory of member
countries if aggression should occur."
The second function was defined as that of pursuing "the search
for progress towards a more stable relationship in which the underly
ing political issues can be solved. Military security and a policy of
detente are not contradictory, but complementary."
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Astronomical Observatory, has completed mankind's first survey of the
heavens in the infrared portion of the spectrum. It has provided
astronomers with a challenging new look at the universe, and greatly
expanded our knowledge of stars, comets and galaxies.
IRAS data has given us many new clues to the formation of our
own solar system through its detection of what may be other, nascent
solar systems around as many as 40 stars.
While we have been learning more about outer space, we also
have been expanding the use of space nearer to Earth to benefit our
lives. Communications satellites link remote parts of the globe. Earth
resource satellites are helping us manage our natural resources for the
benefit of all. Weather and navigation satellites are saving countless
lives by helping us predict where natural disasters such as floods and
cyclonic storms will strike. So too are search and rescue satellites,
which have saved more than 350 lives over the past two and one-half
years by pinpointing distress signals on sea and land.
Four years ago this month, we entered the space shuttle era with
the first flight of Columbia. Seven months later Columbia flew its sec
ond mission . Today we have three orbiters, and by the fall of this year,
we will have four . The shuttle flies an average of once a month. By
1988, we expect to build up the flight rate to 24 missions a year, a
schedule that will take us past the 100-missions mark by 1989. We ex
pect to maintain or better that flight rate through the end of the
century.
The Possibilities of Space

r

What will this mean for our future in space?
First, it will mean new capabilities to do things in new ways. Each
time we fly, we learn. Last year, for example, we tried out a new system
to refuel satellites in orbit. We also repaired a scientific satellite in orbit
and went on to capture two errant communications satellites so we
could bring them back to earth for repair and resale.
Second, it will mean that we will be living, working and learning in
space on a permanent basis. Many future shuttle missions will carry
into orbit the materials and equipment we will need to build a per
manently manned space station , a facility the president has directed us
to develop within a decade, as our next logical step in space.
And third , it will mean that we are committed to a continued ex
pansion of our civil space program over the next century and beyond.
This expansion will encompass both scientific research and commer
cial development. The space station , coupled with the space shuttle,
will give us a complete people-in-orbit system. The system will be a
visible symbol of our determination to maintain our leadership in
space and continue to push back the space frontier.
By the mid-1990s, when the space station will open for business, it
will mean new opportunities in science, in commerce and in industrial
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research that we never dreamed possible at the dawn of the Space Age.
With the space station, we will be able to exploit the three unique
attributes of space: its magnificent vantage point for observing the
Earth and the universe, its microgravity environment, and the pure
vacuum created in the wake of spacecraft. These three unique features
offer mankind a chance for unlimited technological and scientific
progress.
For example, on the space station we could manufacture pure
crystals for electronic components, new alloys for industrial use, and
medicines that could enhance dramatically the treatment of such
diseases as cancer and diabetes.
The space station will give us a permanent laboratory in Earth's or
bit to investigate the effects of microgravity on the physical processes
and on the human body. It will also give us a permanent base for scien
tific investigation of the Earth, the solar system and the universe.
With the space station, we will have a repair and maintenance
facility to service satellites, thus prolonging their lives and utility. Our
dramatic satellite repair and rescue missions last year foreshadow, in a
small way, the kind of operations that will become routine with the
space station.
Finally, and perhaps most important, the space station could be
the springboard for the other, more ambitious missions I mentioned
earlier, missions that will carry us even further into space during the
next century.

Building on the Dream
Winston Churchill once said, "It is a mistake to look too far ahead.
The chain of destiny can only be grasped one link at a time." I admire
Mr. Churchill's eloquence, but I simply cannot agree with his logic
when applied to the space program. The chain of our destiny in space
was forged in 1958 when the United States successfully launched its
first satellite, Explorer I. What has happened since and what lies in our
future are rational extensions of that small beginning, which was
rooted in our urge to know the unknown.
All that we have done has been built on what came before, and to
day we are building a foundation for advances well into the next cen
tury. With that in mind, let me give you a preview of what our next 75
years in space could be like.
We have begun with the shuttle and Spacelab, the European-built
scientific laboratory that flew on the shuttle in late 1983 and is scheduled
to fly three more times this year. By the mid-1990s, the permanently
manned space station will be in operation.
At some point after we learn how to use the space station in low
orbit, we will want to go back to the moon to establish a permanent
base and to mine its resources. The most likely way to accomplish this
would be to develop a true spaceship, that is, a vehicle designed to fly
6
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only in space. We would load it with people and equipment at a space
station and then go on from there.
Using robotic technology and a small group of people, we would
make initial landings on the moon and begin to build a base. Because
the moon has no atmosphere, the base probably would be under the
lunar surface to shield people from the sun's radiation. This effort
would bring us 10 or 15 years into the next century.
Once the lunar base is livable, we would gradually expand it with
more people and equipment. By the second decade of the century, we
could be operating a productive activity on the moon.
By that time, we probably will have thought about moving out to
Mars to do the same thing. Mars is the most hospitable of planets to life
as we know it. With the aid of robotic technology, we would be able to
construct a station there. The station would serve as a research base for
resource development and construction techniques for Martian condi
tions, which are more favorable than those on the moon.
In about the year 2040, the lunar colony could be flourishing. By
the year 2060 or so, the colony on Mars would be healthy and grow
ing. With the mass driver and other technologies under development
today, we would be mining large amounts of material, expanding our
activities on the moon and on Mars, and bringing the benefits back to
Earth.
Before the century is out, space pioneers on the moon and Mars
probably no longer would be dependent on imports from Earth. They
could be evolving independent cultures on two new low-gravity,
disease-free, resource-rich worlds.
This was the great dream of Werner von Braun, the German-born
rocket engineer whose Saturn V rocket took Americans to the moon.
He once said, "Only a miraculous insight could have enabled the
scientists of the 18th century to foresee the birth of electrical engineer
ing in the 19th. It would have required a revelation of equal inspiration
for a scientist of the 19th century to foresee the nuclear power plants of
the 20th. No doubt the 21st century will hold equal surprises, and
more of them.
"But not everything will be a surprise. It seems certain that the 21st
century will be the century of scientific and commercial activities in
outer space, of manned interplanetary flight and the beginnings of the
establishment of permanent human footholds outside the mother
planet Earth."
Maintaining Our Commitment
I count myself among the many who agree with that prediction.
But clearly the circumstances must be favorable to carry it out. This
means that the United States must maintain its commitment to space
exploration and must continue to devote the resources necessary for it.
It also means that we must have even greater international cooperation
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in space in the future.
Enterprises of the magnitude I have just described to benefit all
mankind would require an international effort in space that would
dwarf all such previous efforts. For if others are to share in the benefits
of this great adventure, we would also expect that they share in the
costs, which will be considerable.
Fortunately, we have made a good start. International cooperation
in space has long been a guiding principle of the United States space
program. To build on that cooperation, President Reagan invited our
friends in Europe, Japan and Canada to join us in constructing,
operating and using the space station. They are strongly interested in
doing so.
I believe their cooperation on this, the greatest international
cooperative project of the Space Age, will lead to further collaboration
in the future on projects of even greater magnitude. This in itself will be
a strong force for peace and stability on Earth and in space.

Claiming the Future
I know it is risky to speak with assurance about the future. But, as
you may have guessed by now, I am an optimist. Our country was built
on optimism, on faith in the eventual triumph of great ideas.
I have faith that as a free people, we can claim the future and not
abandon it to our adversaries. The inspiration, vitality and imagination
that fueled our quest for knowledge in the past will continue to power
us into a new era of progress and prosperity on Earth and in space.
Emerson once wrote, "The reward of a thing well done is to have
done it." Space exploration has given us the satisfaction of a thing well
done, and it has given mankind countless rewards as well. But the job
has just begun. We can go as high as our imaginations and courage will
take us.
There are many challenges ahead as we reach for the stars, and
you are fortunate to live at a time when you can join in that quest.
In just a few short years, men and women of talent and ability will
be living, working and learning in space on a permanent basis. I hope
that many of you will be among them. People like yourselves who are
dedicated to excellence could not ask for a better test of your imagi
nations and skills.
If you do decide to join this great adventure, you will be part of
humanity's greatest enterprise: the everlasting journey to cast light into
the shadows of the unknown.
I, for one, can think of no higher calling.
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